U.S. Department of Agriculture 12/2021
Natural Resources Conservation Service

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program - Agricultural Land Easement (ACEP-ALE)
Parcel Eligibility and Ranking Form

Fiscal Year

Landowner Name and Address

Eligible entities names and addresses

Parcel Location: Locality (Town/Township):

County: State:

Are all landowners of record AGI eligible? (Y/N)

Are all landowners of record HEL eligible? (Y/N)

Are all landowners of record WC eligible? (Y/N)

NRCS employee confirming landowner eligibility:

Name: Signature:

Is the entity eligible? (Y/N)

NRCS employee confirming entity eligibility:

Name: Signature:

Does the eligible entity have a written pending offer for the parcel? (Y/N)

NRCS employee confirming written pending offer:

Name: Signature:

Does the land (enter a response for each):
Have 50-percent prime, unique, and important farmland? (Y/N)

Have historical or archeological resources? (Y/N)
Protect grazing uses and related conservation values by restoring and conserving land? (Y/N)

Have land that supports the policy of a State or local farm and ranch land protection program? (Y/N)

Is the land eligible? (Y/N)

Which land eligibility criteria is the land being enrolled under? (Identify only one eligibility category)

NRCS employee confirming land eligibility:

Name: Signature:
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National Ranking Factors and Scaling

Maximum
Points

Points

N1. Percent of prime, unique, and important soils in the parcel to be protected

(0 points for 50 percent or less, 4 points for greater than 50 percent and less
than or equal to 60 percent, 8 points for greater than 60 percent and less than or
equal to 70 percent, 12 points for greater than 70 percent and less than or equal
to 80 percent, 17 points for greater than 80 percent)

17

N2. Percent of cropland, pastureland, grassland, and rangeland in the parcel to
be protected

(0 points for 33 percent or less, 4 points for greater than 33 percent and less
than or equal to 40 percent, 8 points for greater than 40 percent and less than or
equal to 50 percent, 17 points for greater than 50 percent)

17

N3. Ratio of the total acres of land in the parcel to be protected to average
farm size in the county according to the most recent USDA Census of
Agriculture (USDA - NASS - Census of Agriculture)

(0 points for a ratio of 1.0 or less, 7 points for ratios of greater than 1.0 and less
than or equal to 2.0, 15 points for ratios of greater than 2.0)

15

N4. Decrease in the percentage of acreage of farm and ranch land in the county
in which the parcel is located between the last two USDA Censuses of
Agriculture (USDA - NASS - Census of Agriculture)

(0 points for decrease of 0 percent or less, 1 points for decreases of greater than
0 and less than or equal to 5 percent, 5 points for decrease of greater than 5 and
less than or equal to 10 percent, 9 points for decreases of greater than 10 and
less than or equal to 15 percent, 16 points for decreases of more than 15
percent)

16

NS. Decrease in the percentage of acreage of permanent grassland, pasture,
and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pasture, in the county in
which the parcel is located between the last two USDA Censuses of
Agriculture (USDA - NASS - Census of Agriculture)

(0 points for decrease of 0 percent or less, 3 points for decreases of greater than
0 and less than or equal to 5 percent, 5 points for decrease of greater than 5 and
less than or equal to 10 percent, 8 points for decreases of greater than 10 and
less than or equal to 15 percent, 15 points for decreases of more than 15
percent)

15

N6. Percent population growth in the county as documented by the most
recent United States Census (Census Bureau Home Page)

(0 points for growth rate of less than one times the State growth rate, 4 points
for growth rate of greater than one and less than or equal to two times the
State growth rate, 7 points for growth rate of two and less than or equal to
three times the State growth rate, 15 points for growth rate of more than three
times the State growth rate)

15



http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
http://www.census.gov/
http://www.census.gov/
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National Ranking Factors and Scaling

Maximum
Points

Points

N7. Population density (population per square mile) as documented by the
most recent United States Census (Census Bureau Home Page)

(0 points for population density less than one times the State population
density, 4 points for population density of greater than one and less than or
equal to two times the State population density, 7 points for population density
of greater than two and less than or equal to three times the State population
density, 15 points for population density of greater than three times the State
population density)

15

N8. Contains state-specific factors for grasslands of special environmental
significance (little to now invasive species & threat of conversion & native or
naturalized prairie & habitat for T&E or at-risk species)

(20 points for Yes, 0 points for No)

20

N9. Proximity of the parcel to other protected land, such as compatible
military installations; land owned in fee title by the United States or an Indian
Tribe, State or local government, or by a nongovernmental organization whose
purpose is to protect agricultural use and related conservation values; or land
that is already subject to an easement or deed restriction that limits the
conversion of the land to nonagricultural use or protects grazing uses and
related conservation values.

(0 points easement offer area (EOA) boundary greater than 3 miles from the
protected land boundary, 4 points EOA is greater than 1 miles but less than 3
miles from protected land, 7 points EOA is within 1 mile of protected land
boundary, 15 points EOA boundary adjoins protected land boundary)

15

N10. Proximity of the parcel to other agricultural operations and agricultural
infrastructure

(0 points if EOA boundary greater than 3 miles in proximity, 4 points if EOA
is greater than or equal to 1 miles but less than 3 miles in proximity, 7 points
EOA is within 1 mile in proximity, 15 points EOA boundary adjoins)

15

N11. Parcel ability to maximize the protection of contiguous or proximal acres
devoted to agricultural use

(15 points if the parcel links two noncontinuous corridors of protected
agricultural use, 6 points if parcel is a contiguous or proximal expansion of
agricultural use protected area, 0 points parcel does not increase a protected
agricultural use area)

15

N12. Currently enrolled in CRP in a contract that is set to expire within a year

(15 points for Yes, 0 points for No)

N13. The parcel is a grassland of special environmental significance that will
benefit from the protection under the long-term easement

(15 points if Yes, 0 points if No)

15
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Total Points for National Ranking Factors 200
Maximum Points

State Ranking Factors — (Maximum of 200 Points) Points

S1. The parcel is located in a priority resource area designated by the lowa

State Technical committee Strategic plan (see attached maps)

Grasslands Priority Areas 30 points

Iowa Source Water Protection Areas 20 points

Iowa Watershed Initiative areas 10 points

(0 points for not located in any of the above areas) 30

S2. Eligible entity has demonstrated performance in managing and enforcing

easements by monitoring 80 percent or more of its easements each year.

(10 points for Yes, 0 points for no or if there is no documentation to support a

“Yes” determination) 10

S3. The parcel is located in or adjacent to a designation Bird Conservation

Area or SE lowa Amphibian & Reptile Conservation Area. 30

(30 points for BCA, 0 points for not in either area)

S4. Parcel contains habitat for species of interest

(30 points for federally listed threatened and endangered species, 20 points 30

for federally listed candidate species, 10 points for State listed threatened and

endangered, 5 points for State species of concern (according to State criteria),

(0 points for no species)

S5. Parcel will contain pollinator habitat to the amount of 0.5 acres per 40

(non-forested) acres assist in the recovery of Monarch Butterflies. There is or

will be a 1001t setback for pesticide application.

(30 points Yes, 0 points No) 30

S6. Enrollment of parcel to be enrolled (crop & grassland landuse) has

addressed and will maintain a variety of resource concerns. (documentation

source is CSP classic/renewal report or their replacement)

(30 points for 5 or more resource protections, 20 points for 3 to 4 resources,

10 points for 1 to 2 resources, 5 points for 1 resource, 0 points for no

resources protected) 30

S7. Existence of a farm or ranch succession plan, trust, or similar plan

established to address farm viability for future generations

(0 points for no plan, 7 points for a plan, 15 points for plan documented and

performed by industry professional) 20

S8. Protecting the parcel provides the multifunctional benefit of farm or

ranchland protection or improvement such as: Are landowners a historically

underserved group, small scale farmer, limited resource landowner, new or

beginning farmer or rancher or veteran landowner

(20 points for Yes, 0 points for No) 20

Total Points for State Ranking Factors 200













Table 8 Farms Land in Farms 2017 and 2012 2020 Census Table 8 Farms, Land in Farms 2017 and 12

Wayne 384 285,213.00 273,774.00 4.2% 6497 6,403 1% 525 12 63566 55,577 14%
Webster 426 409,293.00 408,928.00 0.1% 36999 38,013 -3% 716 52 9484 8,896 7%

Winnebago 431 246,106.00 235,443.00 4.5% 10679 10,866 -2% 400 27 2454 3,634 -32%
Winneshiek 268 391,393.00 376,279.00 4.0% 20070 21,056 -5% 690 29 31832 32,297 -1%
Woodbury 435 450,763.00 445,641.00 1.1% 105941 102,172 4% 873 121 35477 38,326 -7%
Worth 410 238,824.00 234,958.00 1.6% 7443 7,598 -2% 400 19 4605 4,380 5%

Wright 485 356,303.00 359,713.00 -0.9% 12943 13,229 -2% 580 22 5264 5,573 -6%
















	N9.  Proximity of the parcel to other protected land, such as compatible military installations; land owned in fee title by the United States or an Indian Tribe, State or local government, or by a nongovernmental organization whose purpose is to protect agricultural use and related conservation values; or land that is already subject to an easement or deed restriction that limits the conversion of the land to nonagricultural use or protects grazing uses and related conservation values.
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